Vaccine protection scheme must be
transparent
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PETALING JAYA: The special protection scheme for Covid-19 vaccine side effects must clearly set
out key details such as eligibility criteria and the timeframe for greater transparency, say legal
experts.

Lawyer Charlaine Chin, who specialises in medico-legal cases, said the eligibility criteria should
include whether this would be open to all people under the National Covid-19 Immunisation
Programme or only for a selected portion.

“There should also be clear guidelines on the side effects and the severity that are covered under the
scheme. This is to ensure that the same yardstick is applicable across the board, ” she said.

Science, Technology and Innovation Minister Khairy Jamaluddin had said that details of the plan
would be announced tomorrow.

Health experts have been giving reassurances that it is rare for individuals to suffer from severe side
effects.

Citing the example of Singapore’s Vaccine Injury Financial Assistance Programme for Covid-19, Chin
said individuals eligible for the scheme were those who had a side effect that was “potentially life-
threatening or fatal and had required in-patient hospitalisation, or had caused persistent incapacity
or disability”.

“The scheme should also be easily accessible to all to ensure that those who live in rural areas, the
illiterate, and those who may not have access to mainstream or social media do not miss out.

“Thought also ought to be given to the timeframe for making an application under the scheme, ” she
said, adding the issues she had brought up were not exhaustive.

Another lawyer, Hazeeq Fadzli, called on the government to define what would constitute “serious
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“For instance, would the term only cover side effects that are life-threatening or would it also include
those resulting in incapacitation that reduces a person’s quality of life?” he said.

The amount of compensation, said Hazeeq, should also be discussed as to whether this would be the
same across the board or vary on a case-to-case basis.

“If it's the latter, perhaps a tribunal or committee should be formed to evaluate each and every
application to ensure a fair amount of compensation is awarded.

“Subsequently, if the application is approved and compensation is awarded, would these individuals
be barred from claiming any further compensation from the courts?” he said.

The limitation period to claim such compensation, he added, must also be deliberated.

Malaysian Society of Allergy and Immunology president Prof Dr Baharudin Abdullah said most
vaccine-associated adverse reactions were not life-threatening.

“As with other vaccines, there will always be susceptible individuals who are allergic to the active
ingredients following the administration, but the numbers are small.

“One of the considerations in undertaking any treatment is by profiling the ‘risk versus benefit’
comparison. When the benefit outweighs the risk, the treatment is justifiable, ” he said.

For the special protection scheme, he said, as everyone must be vaccinated to achieve herd
immunity, its coverage must be extended to non-Malaysians as well.

TAGS / KEYWORDS:

Special Protection Scheme , Covid-19, Vaccine, Side Effects

Did you find this article insightful?

Yes No

60% readers found this article insightful

Stories You'll Enjoy

NATION 21hago

292,104 individuals have received Covid-19
vaccine, says Dr Adham

N [ o Q

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search


https://www.thestar.com.my/search?q=special%20protection%20scheme
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?q=Covid-19
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?q=vaccine
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?q=side%20effects
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/14/292104-individuals-have-received-covid-19-vaccine-says-dr-adham
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

NATION 10h ago
Experts: Encourage more to sign up for
vaccination

STARPICKS
TAYLOR'’S IS TOP PRIVATE UNI FOR BUSINESS
AND HOSPITALITY

LIFESTYLE 1%hago
The Covid-19 vaccines are only any good if people
take them.

STARPLUS 12 Mar 2021

INTERACTIVE: How is Malaysia’s Covid-19
vaccination plan progressing? Find out here

ASEANPLUS NEWS 14h ago
Philippines says Covid-19 vaccination drive on
track as cases surge

i [ n

Home For You Bookmark Audio

Q

Search


https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/15/experts-encourage-more-to-sign-up-for-vaccination
https://www.thestar.com.my/starpicks
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/06/taylors-is-top-private-uni-for-business-and-hospitality?utm_medium=thestar&utm_source=spacrosstsol&utm_campaign=Taylors+Uni+6Mar21
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/2021/03/14/human-writes--get-your-covid-19-lifejackets-on-people-the-water039s-rough
https://www.thestar.com.my/starplus
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/12/interactive-how-is-malaysias-covid-19-vaccination-plan-progressing-find-out-here
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/03/14/philippines-says-covid-19-vaccination-drive-on-track-as-cases-surge
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

ASEANPLUS NEWS 1%h ago

Laos government dissolves Ministry of Science
and Technology; 2 more Covid-19...

WORLD 5h ago
Ireland suspends Astrazeneca COVID-19 vaccine

NATION 1%h ago

Johor MB: Malaysians working in S'pore may be
included in phase two of vaccination...

ECONOMY 10h ago
Private consumptionrising

LIVING 1%h ago

Dear Thelma: Suffering in silence from husband's
abuse

i [

Home For You Bookmark

@

Audio

Q

Search


https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/03/14/laos-government-dissolves-ministry-of-science-and-technology-2-more-covid-19-patients-discharged
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/world/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/world/2021/03/15/ireland-suspends-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/14/johor-mb-malaysians-working-in-s039pore-may-be-included-in-phase-two-of-vaccination-programme
https://www.thestar.com.my/tag/economy
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2021/03/15/private-consumption-rising
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/living
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/living/dear-thelma/2021/03/14/dear-thelma-suffering-in-silence-from-husband039s-abuse
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

WELLNESS 21h ago
No, the Covid-19 vaccines do not causes
infertility

[ Load More ]

Subscriptions Advertising

Company Info

Policies

) © ¥ f

GETITON
»’ Google Play

# Download on the

[ App Store

in = N o Q

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search



https://www.thestar.com.my/subscribe
https://www.thestar.com.my/SMS-Services
https://newsstand.thestar.com.my/
https://bookstore.thestar.com.my/
http://advertising.thestar.com.my/
https://starsearch.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/AboutUs
http://starmediagroup.my/careers/life-with-us/
https://www.starmediagroup.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/ContactUs
https://www.thestar.com.my/FAQs
https://www.thestar.com.my/Privacy
https://www.thestar.com.my/Terms
https://www.youtube.com/user/thestaronline
https://www.instagram.com/thestaronline/?hl=en
http://twitter.com/staronline
http://www.facebook.com/TheStarOnline
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.knx.thestarmobile
https://itunes.apple.com/app/the-star-mobile/id428184176?mt=8
http://cdc.hispace.hicloud.com/000000WJ
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/wellness
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/health/2021/03/14/did-you-hear-that-the-covid-19-vaccine-causes-infertility
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

Subscribe to our FREE newsletter!

Enter Your Email Address Here

Copyright © 1995- 2021 Star Media Group Berhad (10894D)
Best viewed on Chrome browsers.

o . R o Q

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search


https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

